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DHS is a great school and cricket is the sport in which it has always excelled. To produce good
cricketers a school needs a cricket culture ‐ something DHS has always had ‐ from the ability of the
coaches and the players to the necessary preparation of wickets on which to practice and play. This
has resulted in DHS easily providing the highest number of cricketing Springboks and Proteas of all
the schools in South Africa.
In 2013, the then newly appointed headmaster Leon Erasmus, gave an address to the Gauteng Old
Boys at St Stithians on his hopes, plans and aspirations for the school. At this address I realised that
with the school fast approaching its 150th anniversary in 2016, no one had catalogued the history
and successes of the School at cricket. It took a period of time to gather this information and I
would like to thank the following people for assisting me in this endeavour:










David Bennett (DHS 1964 ‐ 66) for his invaluable statistics and information on the boys from
DHS who have represented South Africa at cricket.
Arthur Godbeer (Class of 63) for the many hours he spent scanning the copy from the school
yearbooks from 1944/45 to 2012.
Peter Elstob (Class of 61) for scanning the pages on the early history of cricket at DHS from
the DHS Story 1866 ‐ 1966 and from Jeremy Oddy’s book on the school ‘Where the Baobab
grows’.
Jeremy Oddy (Class of 62) for permission to use extracts from ‘Where the Baobab grows’
and other articles he wrote while archivist at the school.
Grayson Heath (Class of 56) who made great contributions to DHS cricket as a teacher at the
school and as a leading member of the cricket section of the Old Boys Club, for his article on
the DHS Old Boys Cricket Club from 1967 to the present.
Alan Norton, believe it or not, a Pretoria High School old boy and at present vice‐principal,
has made an indelible impression on sport at DHS as both the cricket and rugby coach of the
First Teams. His guidance and determination enabled this project to be completed.
Lynn Worth, librarian at the school, for her help in accessing relevant files.
Candice Herbst and Sharon Drew for their assistance in setting up the website

Hopefully this website link will make all boys who participate in cricket at school proud of its
achievements. For the Old Boys I believe it will bring back many happy memories. Going forward I
trust that this link will stay alive and current through both pupils and old boys contributing
anecdotes and pictures of their cricketing days at the school.
Contributions to the Open Forum should be e‐mailed to Alan Norton at:
alan.norton@durbanhighschool.co.za
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