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Next year Durban High School celebrates its
Keep up to date with

150th anniversary.
It was in June 1886 that a

A prevailing sentiment at the

fledgling school opened the doors of

time, expressed by Durban Mayor,

The Mansion House in Smith Street

Alexander McArthur, was “…the

for a mere seven pupils. At the time

necessity for establishing a Grammer

Durban was only 51 years old and

(sic) School …” And so Durban High

the Colony of Natal itself had been

School came into being. It was

established a scant 43 years earlier.

from this humble start that the DHS

The only member of staff was Robert

that we see and experience today

Russell, both Head Master and sole

emerged - now recognised as one of

teacher; the boys were taught by

the finest schools in the country.

all the celebrations in
2016 as Durban High
School celebrates its
150th anniversary.

him.

www.durbanhighschool.co.za

AN EXCITING
JOURNEY...
Only a handful of South African schools have celebrated their 150-year

anniversaries. Most are in the old Cape Colony territory where formal schooling
got off to an earlier start than the rest of the country. In Durban, DHS is the
only school which can lay claim to being one and a half centuries old.
A lot has happened along the way and it’s been an exciting journey
through the years. It could be said that Durban High School is much more than
the sum of its many parts: those elements that have contributed to its history
over the 150 years. It is from this myriad of individuals, teachers and boys alike,
both momentous and small events as well as the relentless tide of history that
have all combined to form the core values and principles that have made DHS
exceptional. Time has shaped and tempered the qualities that set this school
apart.
Thousands of young men have walked out of its gates to enter a world that
inevitably presents seemingly impossible sets of challenges. Many of them
have taken on these trials and have gone on to excel in the arenas
of business, academia, science, literary tradition, sport, public life,
politics and social leadership. They have shown courage, creativity,
individualism, skills, compassion and integrity – qualities that they
were called upon in their school years to practise and uphold with
dignity.
As stakeholders of DHS we are proud of our institution
and what it has meant to South African society for 150
years. As part of an organisation that today reflects
the best of the nation, we hold our heads high:
we’ve travelled a long road that has taken so very
many different turns since those incipient days in
Russell Street.
We will be celebrating our 150 birthday
next year. Perhaps, even more importantly,
we will be celebrating our unique identity
and what we represent today. You, as a DHS
stakeholder, are asked to join in and participate
in a schedule of events that will run over the
school’s 150th year for the duration of 2016.
Let’s make sure that this year is a Special Year
and measures up to the auspiciousness of the
occasion!

www.durbanhighschool.co.za

Durban High School

150th Celebrations Programme

January
150th Cricket Festival:
6 - 9 January
150th Special Assembly:
29 Janauary
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February
150th Alan Burt Gala - Top 10
Schools:
13 February

March

150th Corporate Breakfast:
4 March
150th Rugby Day:
17 March
150th Hockey Festival:
19 - 21 March
150th Basketball Festival:
26 - 28 March

MAY

150th Cultural Week:
1 - 8 May
150th Cross Country:
4 May
Classic Clas vs Glenwood:
28 May @ DHS (to
be televised)

June

150th Old Boys Golf Day:
2 June
150th Old Boys Assembly:
3 June
150th Banquet:
3 June
150th Founders Day (play
Maritzburg College):
4 June
150th Football Festival:
25 - 27 June

August

150th U12 Sevens Festival:
5 - 6 August
DHS/SA Schools Badminton:
6 - 9 August

er

Provincial U17 Sevens
Tournament @ DHS:
30 September - 1 October
150th U16 Water Polo
Festival:
7 - 9 October

Anniversary Hotline
For more information on any of these events contact Barry Coskey on our dedicated
email address: dhs150th@durbanhighschool.co.za or phone 031-277 1500
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